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With urban expansion in almost global overdrive, opportunities for citizens to improve their own

urban environment are growing steadily. Handmade Urbanism examines the possibilities of urban

transformation that stem from community initiatives. It showcases projects that focus on the

provision of social infrastructure, aiming to improve the living conditions of residents in the more

impoverished areas of five major cities across the world: Mumbai, SÃ£o Paulo, Istanbul, Mexico City

and Cape Town. The publication includes interviews with experts and community leaders that help

to clarify approaches to local struggles, as well as the DVD documentary Urban Future, which

provides the reader with further information from the ground.
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Handmade Urbanism has the feel of a clever, even cartoony textbook: the aesthetic is accessible,

texts are short, facts are simple. This approachablenessisa strength, as are some powerful photos

and thoughtful contributions from noted urbanists including Richard Sennett and Ricky Burdett.
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